
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

The Folio
V o l u m e  2 0 ,  N u m b e r  1 S p r i n g  2 0 0 3

continued on page 7

Bulletin of the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center, a research center of the Claremont School of Theology

Reading Zephaniah in
the Manuscripts
Marvin A.  Sweeney
Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center
Claremont School of Theology

Zephaniah is the ninth book in the sequence of
the Twelve Prophets of the Hebrew Bible.   Al-
though the book contains only three chapters,

interpreters throughout time have
looked to Zephaniah as a very influen-
tial prophet.   Zephaniah is well repre-
sented in the manuscript traditions of
all versions of the Hebrew Bible in both
Judaism and Christianity.   Each tradi-
tion understands the prophet differ-
ently.

The Masoretic Hebrew manuscript
tradition of Zephaniah, represented by
the famed eleventh Leningrad (B 19A),
represents Zephaniah as a true prophet

of liberation.   According to Zephaniah 1:1, the
prophet lived during the time of King Josiah’s (r.
640-609 B.C.E.) program of religious reform and
national restoration following the collapse of
the Assyrian empire in the late-seventh century
B.C.E.   Zephaniah’s calls for the rejection of
foreign gods and his anticipation of the restora-
tion of Jerusalem and Judah after years of
Assyrian imperial domination were a major
statement of support for Josiah’s efforts to
achieve Judean independence and to reunite
the twelve tribes of Israel.   Indeed, the prophet’s
characterization of the “Day of YHWH” draws
upon the language of sacrifice to portray G-d’s
judgment against those who would continue to
worship pagan gods.   Such imagery provides
the basis for Zephaniah’s appeal to the people to
“Seek the L-rd, all you humble ones of the land
who carry out the L-rd’s laws!  Seek righteous-
ness! Seek humility!”  The prophet’s appeal
presumes his audience’s support in carrying out
the king’s efforts to rebuild an independent
Judah to which all those exiled by the Assyrians

could return.   Although Jews of the Middle Ages
lived long after the Assyrian period, they would
read Zephaniah as a book that called for the end
of oppression by the Romans, Muslims, Cru-
sader armies and others, and the eventual
restoration of Jewish life in the land of Israel.

The Septuagint Greek manuscript tradition of
Zephaniah, represented by the equally famed
fourth century C.E.   Codex Vaticanus (Gr.  1209),
provides a Greek version that reads the text
somewhat differently.  Most interpreters main-
tain that Zephaniah was translated into Greek
by the Hellenistic Jewish community of Egypt
during the third or second centuries B.C.E.  to
provide Greek-speaking Jews with a text that
could be used for liturgical or instructional pur-
poses.  With the emergence of Christianity, the
Septuagint ultimately became the Old Testa-
ment of many ancient Christian communities.
In general, the Greek translation attempts to
provide its readers with a stylistically improved
and aesthetically pleasing text.  It tends to
eliminate duplications and inconsistencies, such
as the problematic statement, “and those who
cause the wicked to stumble,” in the Masoretic
version of Zephaniah 1:3.  But whereas the
Masoretic text presumes the audience’s support
for Zephaniah’s appeal to support Josiah’s pro-
gram, the Septuagint slightly reworks the text
to portray an audience that does not do G-d’s
will, “Seek the L-rd, work at doing (G-d’s) law,
and seek righteousness and answer to them!”
When read in the context of early Christianity,
such statements presume judgment against Is-
rael and prepare the way for an eschatological
reading of the book in which the restoration of
the dispersed exiles to Israel functions as a
symbol for G-d’s gathering of all humanity at the
end of time.

Zephaniah appears in several different forms
among the scrolls from the Judean wilderness.
The Murabba‘at scroll of the Twelve Prophets is
not strictly speaking a Dead Sea scroll since it
was discovered some eleven miles south of the
site of Qumran in a cave by the Wadi Murabba‘at.
It dates to the second century C.E., and contains
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The cliffs of Kafsokalivia, as seen
from  Aegean Sea.

Mount Athos Project
Update
Expedition Ready for Launch to Isolated
Region of Mt. Athos
Michael B. Phelps

On June 17, the Mount Athos Manuscripts
Digital Library will launch its first digital pho-
tography expedition to the Grecian peninsula of
Mount Athos.  The project team—composed of
Michael Phelps, Director of Special Projects,
Nicholas Zarkantzas,
Project Director, and
Stephen Psarras, Com-
puter Consultant—will
climb the cliffs of
Kafsokalivia, an iso-
lated region of Mount
Athos, to digitally pho-
tograph manuscripts
that have rarely been
glimpsed by scholars.

Just days before this
ground-breaking expe-
dition, scholars from the
U.S., Great Britain,
Egypt, and Greece will
gather in Thessaloniki
for a two-day interna-
tional advisory meeting
for the project.

Major Grant from the Seaver Institute
The project’s first digital photography expedi-

tion to Mount Athos is made possible by a gen-
erous $250,000 grant from the Seaver Institute
of Los Angeles that will support equipment
purchases and travel in 2003.  The Seaver Insti-
tute charts a unique course among southern
California foundations.  It identifies visionary
projects and then provides them the initial sup-
port necessary to enter new fields of research.
The ABMC is proud that the Seaver Institute
has enthusiastically endorsed the Mount Athos
Manuscripts Digital Library.  Indeed, in an
unexpected move, the Seaver Institute supple-
mented the budget we requested so that the
project can purchase back-up digital photogra-
phy equipment.  In this way, the project can
continue uninterrupted even if a high-end piece
of technological equipment fails while the project
team is on Mount Athos, far from any major city.

The ABMC will use the Seaver Institute grant
to place $140,000 in high-end digital photogra-
phy equipment at its new project office on the
campus of the Patriarchal Institute, the
ABMC’s project partner in Thessaloniki.  From
there—just a four-hour drive from Mount
Athos—regular digital photography expeditions
can embark to Mount Athos quickly and at a
much reduced cost.

The Seaver Institute grant will also cover two
digital photography trips this year to Mount
Athos (June and October), and support the work
of project cataloguers to record the contents of
the manuscripts of Kafsokalivia.

Kafsokalivia and Its
Manuscripts

Kafsokalivia is not one
of the monasteries of
Mount Athos, but instead
a region of the peninsula
that is famous for its his-
tory as a favored area of
hermit monks.  Its un-
usual name, which can be
translated as “burnt huts,”
derives from the activities
of a 14th century monk by
the name of Maximos.
Tradition states that
whenever another hermit

built a hut within view from
his own, Maximos would burn
his hut and move further up
the hills of the peninsula of

Mount Athos.
Kafsokalivia holds a collection of some 230

manuscripts.  The project team, representing
ABMC and the Patriarchal Institute in
Thessaloniki, will be the first to document these
manuscripts, about which little is known.  Get-
ting to Kafsokalivia requires landing a small
boat at the jetty below, and climbing steep trails
for more than a hour to reach this monastic
outpost.  Without the cooperation of the monks,
our work would not be possible.  Nicholas
Zarkantzas, Project Director, recently visited
Kafsokalivia and found the librarian to be en-
thusiastic for our project and scholarly access to
the manuscripts under his charge.  The monks of
Kafsokalivia and several employees of the mon-
asteries that are renovating buildings there will
help haul more than 250 pounds of photographic
equipment up the steep trails.
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Honor Roll of Donors — 2002

Names marked with an † have pledged a monthly gift for ABMC * Indicates a Planned Gift

Foundation Grants
The Seaver Institute
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Isabel Foundation

President’s Circle ($5000+)
Crisler Biblical Institute
Janice McCoy Miller
Gene Scott

Lifetime Scroll Club
Carl E. Hanson*

Scroll Club ($1000+)
Betty Anne Arenz
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The ABMC is pleased to recognize the individuals and organiza-
tions who generously supported the work of ABMC in the year 2002.
Each of you, through your generosity, makes possible the preserva-
tion of precious Jewish and Christian manuscripts which are our sole
sources for knowledge of the text of the Bible today.

We also thank our donors who gave to the Mount Athos Digital
Library and Preservation Project. Your gift makes possible a ground-
breaking endeavor.
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by Francis Marshall
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Charles & Norma Jean
McGhee
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Staff News
We are both proud and sad to announce that

Arik Greenberg, Research Associate for
Scholarly Services, has recently been
appointed as Visiting Professor of New
Testament Theology at Loyola Marymount
University for the 2003-2004 academic year.
Arik will be leaving the ABMC in the Fall to
fill this position.  He has served the ABMC
superbly in many capacities and will be sorely
missed.

ABMC welcomes Sarah Fields, a Claremont
Graduate University Ph.D. student in English
to its staff. Sarah is assisting in grant research
and writing for the Mt. Athos Project.

ABMC also welcomes Brent Smith, a Ph.D.
student in the History of Christianity program
of Claremont Graduate University’s School of
Religion.  He will become the new Research
Associate for Scholarly Services.

Publications and
Upcoming Events

James A. Sanders
Due to an arthroscopy on my

right knee and a TKR on it still to
come, my activities have been very
restricted, and I have turned down
invitations for months to come.  I
did, however, lecture at Shepherd
University in January and for the
Biblical Archaeology Society’s
travel seminar in February, both
in Los Angeles; I also preached
locally on two occasions—all because the hosts
were gracious enough to drive me to and from
the respective venues.   Being thus confined, I
have been limited to research and writing
during this period, which included studies on
current Hebrew Bible Editions, Origen, and
the First Christian Testament.

My contribution to the Emanuel Tov
Festschrift, “The Modern History of the
Qumran Psalms Scroll and Canonical Criti-
cism,” appeared in Emanuel (Leiden: Brill,
2003) 394-411.

Marvin A. Sweeney
“Abraham in Jewish Tradition.”
Panel on Abraham in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam.  University of
Nevada, Las Vegas, NV, March 4, 2003.

The Impact of Messianism on Modern
Jewish Thought.  “The Messiah in Contempo-
rary Judaism and Christianity”  The 11th
Annual Jewish Christian Dialogue, Palm
Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach,
FL, March 30, 2003.

“Reading the Prophets after the Shoah/Holo-
caust.”  University of Miami, Coral Gables,
Florida, March 31, 2003.

“The Twelve Prophets.” Academy for Jewish
Religion, Los Angeles, California, April 27-
June 8, 2003.

“The Five Books of Moses.”  Claremont School
of Theology, Claremont, California, May 27-
June 13, 2003.

Welcome David
Simeone De Troyer

The ABMC is pleased to announce the
birth of David Simeone De Troyer on Tues-
day, April 17, 2003, to Professor Kristin De
Troyer and her husband, Remco Kroon.
Mother, father, and baby David are now all
at home and doing fine!

AMEX & Discover
Credit Cards Now
Processed!

ABMC can now accept donations by American
Express and Discover credit cards!  You can give
right now by filling out the tear-off portion of the
envelope enclosed in this issue of The Folio or by
contacting us at (909) 621-6451 or
tradents@abmc.org.

If you would like to become a pledge member
and have your monthly gift automatically
deducted from your credit card (American
Express, Discover, MasterCard, or Visa), please
indicate this wish on the tear-off portion of the
enclosed envelope or call us to make
arrangements.
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Mount Athos Update cont.

International Advisory Meeting in
Thessaloniki

On June 12 and 13, scholars and other experts
from the U.S., Great Britain, Greece and Egypt
will meet at the Patriarchal Institute in
Thessaloniki to discuss the accomplishments of
the Mount Athos Manuscripts Digital Library
and help chart its next steps.

The meeting will focus on the Electronic Cata-
logue portion of the project.  The ABMC plans to
create an extensive library of digital images of
the manuscripts of Mount Athos, but this image
library will be unusable without a sophisticated
catalogue that will help scholars and students
identify the specific manuscripts they need for
their research.  Standard formats have long
existed for cataloguing the books and periodi-
cals that one finds in any library.  The problem
is that no shared standards exist for cataloguing
ancient and medieval manuscripts, and several
schools of thought have developed.  Unfortu-
nately, computer databases are very unforgiv-
ing and do not tolerate ambiguity.  Shared
standards for cataloguing manuscripts must be
decided in advance.

The participants in the international advi-
sory meeting will include experts in the elec-
tronic cataloging of manuscripts, as well as
students and scholars who represent the end-
users  of the project.  This meeting in Thessaloniki
will not solve all the problems of creating a
catalogue of Mount Athos manuscripts, but it
will initiate a broad scholarly dialogue.  Our
goal is to insure that the digital images of Mount
Athos manuscripts will be easily accessible to
scholars and students around the world.

The list of participants in this first interna-
tional advisory meeting includes:

Consuelo Dutschke, Curator of Rare Books
and Manuscripts for Columbia University.  Dr.
Dutschke directs the Digital Scriptorium, a col-
laborative project of Columbia and the Univer-
sity of California Berkeley to decide standards
for electronic catalogues of manuscripts.

Robert Allison, Professor of Religion at Bates
College in Lewiston, Maine.  Dr. Allison is com-
pleting a catalogue of the manuscripts of
Philotheou Monastery of Mount Athos.

Father Justin of St. Catherine’s Monastery of
the Sinai.  Father Justin is leading the
monastery’s project to create a digital image
library of its own manuscripts.

a Hebrew text of the Twelve Prophets that dif-
fers from the later Masoretic text in only a very
few places.  Because it was buried about the time
of the unsuccessful Bar Kochba revolt against
Rome, it was likely read as a prophecy of G-d’s
deliverance of Judea from Roman oppression.
The Nahal Hever Greek Minor Prophets scroll
provides the oldest known Greek version of the
Twelve Prophets.  It was discovered in a cave by
Nahal Hever, some twenty-two miles south of
Qumran, among the possessions of some forty
people who died while trapped by the Romans
during the Bar Kochba revolt.  The scroll was
written by two scribes during the late-first cen-
tury B.C.E. and the early-first century C.E.  The
translation is very wooden and literal, which
suggests that it was made by scribes who spoke
Greek as a second or third language.  The text
does not differ markedly from the Hebrew of the
Masoretic version.  Many argue that it
represents an early revision of the original
Septuagint text.

Manuscripts of Targum Jonathan to
Zephaniah, such as the fifteenth-sixteenth cen-
tury British Library Yemenite manuscript of the
Latter Prophets (Oriental 2211) present the
Aramaic version of the book together with the
Hebrew Masoretic texts.  Aramaic translations
of the Bible were produced in antiquity for the
use of Jewish communities who spoke Aramaic
as their everyday language.  The Targum (“trans-
lation”) provides a translation that is at times
literal and at times paraphrastic or expansive in
order to present a reading or interpretation of
the text for the community at large.  It fre-
quently rereads the text to emphasize the holi-
ness of G-d or to condemn all the wicked of the
world.  For example, the Targum’s version of
Zephaniah 1:7 reads, “all the wicked have come
to an end before YHWH G-d” in place of the He-
brew, “silence before the L-rd YHWH.”  Because
the Targum appears to have been completed at

Reading Zephaniah cont.

The Claremont School of Theology will be well
represented at the meeting by Dennis
MacDonald, Professor of New Testament, and
John Dickason, Director of the Library.

Your financial support is necessary to con-
tinue the work of the Mount Athos Manuscripts
Digital Library and make the manuscripts of
Mount Athos easily accessible to students and
scholars for the first time.  For more information
about the project, please visit the project website
at www.mamdl.org.

continued on page 8

f
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Reading Zephaniah cont.
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some time between the first and second century
C.E. revolts against Rome and the seventh-eighth
century rise of Islam, most interpreters believe
that Targum Jonathan portrays the downfall
of Rome.

The Peshitta version of the Bible, represented
by the seventh century Ambrosian Library manu-
script (Milan, B 21 Inferiore), presents a Syriac
version of the text that functions as sacred
scripture in the Syrian Churches.  Syriac is an
Aramaic dialect that continues in use in some
communities despite the widespread use of Ara-
bic.  Some interpreters believe that the Syriac
text originated in the Jewish Targum tradition,
but it eventually developed as a Christian tradi-
tion over the course of time.  The first references
to the Peshitta version appear in the fourth or
fifth centuries, although most scholars believe it
originated in the first or second century C.E.  The
Peshitta is clearly dependent upon the Greek
Septuagint, but it frequently attempts to read
the text far more closely in relation to the pre-

masoretic Hebrew.  Nevertheless, it reads
Zephaniah as a prophecy of eschatological judg-
ment, much like the Septuagint.  Whereas the
Hebrew reads in Zephaniah 2:11, “because he
(G-d) diminished all the gods of the earth,”
Peshitta reads, “when he destroyed all the kings
of the earth,” to emphasize divine judgment
against temporal power  prior to the revelation
of Christ to the world at large.

In sum, the manuscripts of the book of
Zephaniah point to a very rich tradition of read-
ing and interpretation.  The variety of interpre-
tations employed by its readers and translators
demonstrates the importance of this brief book
in both Judaism and Christianity.

Want to Known More?
Dr.  Sweeney has just completed a major

commentary on the book of Zephaniah in
the Hermeneia series: Zephaniah: A Commen-
tary (edited by Paul Hanson; Hermeneia;
Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003).  The volume,
which includes full discussion of the textual
versions of Zephaniah, is scheduled to appear in
June, 2003. f


